
TITLE OF LESSON: Sales Tax

ESTIMATED TIME FOR LESSON (IN MINUTES): 

~10 minutes lecture, 20-30 minutes group work

SUGGESTED FORMAT (check all that are appropriate):
· Individual in-class
· Collaborative in-class
· Individual homework
· Collaborative homework
					
OVERVIEW: 
		Students learn about sales tax.

PREREQUISITE IDEAS AND SKILLS: 
· Ability to work with percentages and decimals 
· Ability to conversions between decimals and percentages
· Applied multiplication involving rates (e.g. calculating salary given number of hours worked and hourly pay rate) and decimals

MATERIALS NEEDED TO CARRY OUT LESSON:
· Students will need access to a calculator (physical or online)
· Instructors will need to look up the current sales tax rates.

CONCEPTS TO BE LEARNED/APPLIED: 
· Students will understand that sales tax percentage rates vary across different states as well as across just one state. This requires them to read and interpret text as well as visual organizers, such as choropleth maps and tables.
· Students will apply their understanding of percentages and arithmetic involving decimals to calculate tax amounts.
· Students who complete the suggested extended activities will understand that different goods are taxed at different rates.

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN: 	
	Preparation
		Have students read the following website (https://taxfoundation.org/2023-sales-taxes/). The instructor should check to be sure that it is up-to-date. If it is not, then a Google search or a search of the https://taxfoundation.org site should provide current information. As of June 2023, here is the information on Oklahoma sales taxes: https://oklahoma.gov/tax/businesses/sales-use-tax.html 
As of August 2023, here is the information on Texas sales taxes: https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/sales/faq/local.php#:~:text=The%20Texas%20state%20sales%20and,combined%20rate%20of%208.25%20 percent. 

The instructor may choose to have students read the above websites or give students access to them during class.

The instructor should also verify that the links on the student Sales Tax Activity worksheet still work.

Activity
		After a brief introduction to sales tax and a reminder how to calculate percentages, instructors should break the class into small groups to have them work collaboratively on the Sales Tax Activity.
		
Extending Activity

The instructor can talk about how certain goods are taxed at a different rate. For example, gasoline tax is an interesting one to consider. The instructor should go to https://taxfoundation.org/ and do a search for “gas tax rates.” The most recent information, as of June 2023, is from 2021 as found at: https://taxfoundation.org/state-gas-tax-rates-2021/ . This can lead to an interesting class discussion as to the difference in gas taxes from state to state, why there is such a difference (looking at regional patterns), how this might impact where you stop to fill up a car’s gas tank on a trip from Oklahoma to Maine. 

REFERENCES (IF YOU DREW ON EXTERNAL RESOURCES)

		All references used are listed as hyperlinks. 

